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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the Amendment filed September 1 6, 
2004. Claims 1 2-1 7 have been added and claims 1 -1 7 are now pending.. 

Examiner's Amendment 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CAR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Mr. Roland E. Martin on November 1, 2004. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 
Claim 6, line 4, change "X3" to --X 3 --; 

Claim 12, line 3, change "CF 2 =CFO(CF 2 ) 8 F, CF2=CFOCF 2 CF 2 CF3," to 
-- CF 2 =CFO(CF 2 ) 8 F, -; 

Claim 15, line 2, change "10 to 200 m 3 /sec" to --10 to 200 mm 3 /sec«. 

Allowable Subject Matter 



4. 



Claims 1-17 are allowed. 
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5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The present claims are allowable over the closest references: E.I. Du Pont 
De Nemours and Company (GB 1,072,615). 



Of 


The present invention relates to a fluorocopolymer consisting essentially 


(a) 


polymerized unit based on tetrafluoroethylene and/or chlorotrifluoroethylene 


(b) 


polymerized unit based on a fluorinated monomer (excluding tetrafluoroethylene 
and chlorotrifluoroethylene 


(c) 


polymerized units based on at least one member [itaconic acid, itaconic anhydride, 
citraconic acid, citraconic anhydride] 


wherein (a) = 50-99.8 mol %; (b) = 0.1 - 49.99 mol %; (c) = 0.01-5 mol %, based on 
(a)+(b)+(c) 


a volume flow rate = 0.1-1 ,000 mnrrVsec 



(summary of claim 1) 



E.I. Du Pont De Nemours and Company (Du Pont) disclose a moldable 
organic composition consisting essentially of (1) 60-80% by volume of a 
thermoplastic organic polymer of a monomer mixture consisting essentially of (a) 
10-95 wt% of one or more ethylenically unsaturated fluorocarbon monomers and 
(b) 90-5 wt% of one or more ethylenically unsaturated hydrocarbon monomer 
having less than nine carbon atoms and (2) 20-40 % by volume of inorganic 
particulate solids, wherein the fluorocarbon monomer is preferred to be a 
mixture of tetrafluoroethylene / vinylidene fluoride or tetrafluoroethylene / 
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chlorotrifluoroethylene / vinylidene fluoride; the ethylenically unsaturated 
hydrocarbon monomer can be ethylene (page 2, lines 6-35 and lines 56-59; claim 
1). Du Pont further discloses the composition optionally comprises an acidic 
monomer which can be itaconic acid (page 2, lines 60-65; lines 66-69; and 
lines 110-111). Du Pont furthermore disclose that the composition has a flow 
rate of less than about 100 at 295°C/2160g (page 3, lines 80-90). However, Du 
Pont does not teach or fairly suggest the fluorocopolymer composition that does 
not contain inorganic particulate solids. 

In light of the above discussion, it is evident as to why the present claims 
are patentable over the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue 

fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Ling-Siu Choi whose telephone number is 
571-272-1098. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday. 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, David Wu, can be reach on 571-272-1 1 14. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



Ling -Siu Choi 
October 25, 2004 



